
What is an 
IEP? 



Special education is instruction specially designed, at no 
cost to families, to meet a child's unique needs. Special 

education can include classroom instruction, home 
instruction, instruction in hospitals and institutions, or 

other settings. It can also include instruction in physical 
education and vocational education.

The federal law that supports special education and 
related services is called the Individuals with Disabilities 

Education Act (IDEA). Under IDEA, all eligible school-aged 
children and youth with disabilities are entitled to receive 

a free appropriate public education (FAPE).
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IEP Definition
The Individualized Education Program, often 

called an IEP, is a legal document developed to 
ensure that a child who has a disability and is 

attending an elementary, middle or high school 
receives specialized instruction and related 
services. It is created through a team of the 

child's parent(s) or guardians and district 
personnel who are knowledgeable about the 

child's needs. IEPs must be reviewed every year 
to keep track of the child's educational progress.



Purpose of the IEP:

Identify 
the needs 

of the 
student

Set 
reasonable 
goals that 

address 
those needs

State the 
services to 

support 
those 
goals
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Who develops an IEP?
At least one 

parent or legal 
guardian

A Special 
Education teacher, 
typically the case 

manager

One General 
Education teacher (if 
they participate in 
General Education)

A local education 
agency representative, 

usually the school 
admin. 



What is in an IEP? 
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Typically, there are 7 
sections in the IEP that 
require updating/editing.

However, there are 3 
critical sections that 
require the most editing 
and collaboration amongst 
staff:





How is an IEP written?
Goal Report Present Levels Goals Services

Case managers will reach 
out to general education 

teachers about how 
students are performing 
on their goals. Based on 

this feedback, case 
managers will write a goal 
progress report, which will 

inform much of the IEP.

Case managers will ask 
general education 

teachers how students are 
performing in classes. 
Important information 
includes: how attentive 
the student is, are they 

completing assignments, 
are they working well with 

peers, and most 
importantly, what is their 

grade. 
This helps us identify 

needs.

How students performed 
on their previous goals 
and in class determines 

baselines for new goals to 
be written. This section is 
very important, because it 

determines the services 
that a student should 

receive. Measurable goals 
tell others how we want to 

address needs.

Goals determine services. 
Case managers need 

general education teacher 
feedback to determine 
appropriate placement. 

Grades are also very 
important! A common 
criteria to determine if 

SDC is appropriate instead 
of general education is 
two consecutive grade 

periods of failing grades.


